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LAND CODE SUMMARY 

Introduction  
 
The Xʷsepsəm Land Code dated for reference February 21, 2024 (the “Land Code”) is a 
framework that, if approved by Xʷsepsəm members, will guide decision-making in relation 
to Xʷsepsəm Reserve Lands (referred to in this summary as the “Land”).  
 
It is a means for nəcə ʔə kʷə q̓ʷəq̓ʷənə́kʷəl (Xʷsepsəm Peoples) to reaffirm our rights and 
responsibilities as they relate to xʷilŋəxʷ siʔem̓ (governing ourselves and our təŋəxʷ (lands, 
waters and territories)). 
 
Once in force, híwəs ʔiʔ cə kansəl (Council), with support from the Lands Department and 
the Lands Committee will oversee the management and administration of the Land in 
accordance with the Land Code and applicable nəmétəŋ (rules) and policies. 
 
This summary is an information tool for the upcoming vote on the Land Code. In addition 
to the summary, we encourage you to read the full Land Code and reach out to Xʷsepsəm’s 
Land Code team with any questions or comments. 

Preamble 
 
The Land Code starts by setting out our cə sxʷiʔemɫtə (Our Story). It states that we have 
used, occupied, and watched over our təŋəxʷ (lands, waters and territories) for generations 
and that the Land Code is an important step in revitalizing our connections to them. It also 
outlines and confirms our intention to govern the Land in accordance with our sx ̣eʔx̣eʔ kʷ 
sk ̓ʷə́n̓sk ̓ʷən̓ (Sacred Trust).    

Part 1: Fundamental Principles and Rights 
 
Part 1 confirms that the Land Code 

• applies to Xʷsepsəm Reserve Lands;  
• will be interpreted in accordance with cə sxʷiʔemɫtə (Our Story), the lək ̓ʷəŋən 

language, sx̣eʔx̣eʔ kʷ sk ̓ʷə́n̓sk ̓ʷən̓ (Sacred Trust), and c ̌əleŋən (culture, traditions and 
customs of Xʷsepsəm); and 

• does not impact our aboriginal, treaty or inherent rights as Xʷsepsəm. 

Part 2: Rules 
 
Part 2 outlines the process for making nəmétəŋ (Rules) respecting the Land. That process is 
summarized in the diagram below.  
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Diagram 1: Process for Making a nəmétəŋ (Rule) 

 
In an emergency, ʔiʔ cə kansəl (Council) may enact a nəmétəŋ (Rule) without one or more 
of the steps above. In that case, the nəmétəŋ (Rule) expires 120 days after its enactment 
unless it is re-enacted by ʔiʔ cə kansəl (Council) following the process above.  

Part 3: iyəqtəl cə sx̣čŋinɫtə (Community Engagement) 
 
Part 3 requires iyəqtəl cə sx ̣c ̌ŋinɫtə (Community Engagement) before a decision is made on 
the following matters: 
 

o the enactment of key nəmétəŋ (Rules); 
o an amendment to the Comprehensive Community Plan or the Land Use Plan;  
o a decision that is likely to affect a k ̓ʷə́n̓sk ̓ʷən̓s kʷə šleʔə (Protected Site); 
o policies respecting the identification and continuation of any unregistered and 

customary interests (see Part 5); 
o policies respecting dispute resolution for Land related matters; 
o policies respecting conflicts of interest; and  
o matters requiring community approval under the Land Code (see Part 4).  

nəmétəŋ (Rules) 
Proposal

• ʔiʔ cə kansəl (Council), a Xʷsepsəm member or a Xʷsepsəm 
employee makes a proposal.

• The Lands Committee and ʔiʔ cə kansəl (Council) approve the 
proposal.

Draft nəmétəŋ (Rule)
Preparation

• An indvidual designated by ʔiʔ cə kansəl (Council) prepares a 
draft nəmétəŋ (Rule) consistent with the approved proposal. 

• The Lands Committee and ʔiʔ cə kansəl (Council) approve in 
principle the draft nəmétəŋ (Rule).

Community 
Engagement for a 

nəmétəŋ (Rule) 

• híwəs ʔiʔ cə kansəl (Council) conducts any iyəqtəl cə sxč̣ŋinɫtə 
(Community Engagement) required under the Land Code (see 
Part 3 below) or that híwəs ʔiʔ cə kansəl (Council) determines 
appropriate in the circumstances.

Enactment and 
Publication of a 
nəmétəŋ (Rule) 

• ʔiʔ cə kansəl (Council) enacts the nəmétəŋ (Rule) with any 
modifications that may be required following the iyəqtəl cə 
sxč̣ŋinɫtə (Community Engagement). 

• Once enacted, the nəmétəŋ (Rule) is certified by ʔiʔ cə kansəl 
(Council), posted publicly and registered in the Lands Register. 
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iyəqtəl cə sx̣c ̌ŋinɫtə (Community Engagement) occurs through q̓ʷəq̓ʷənə́kʷəl (Community 
Meetings) and any other method approved by ʔiʔ cə kansəl (Council). ʔiʔ cə kansəl (Council) 
is required to participate in q̓ʷəq̓ʷənə́kʷəl (Community Meetings) and must provide at least 
15 days notice of q̓ʷəq̓ʷənə́kʷəl (Community Meetings).  

Part 4: Community Approval 

Part 4 requires community approval before a decision is made on the following matters: 
 

o the granting of an interest or licence that exceeds 35 years; 
o the removal of a k ̓ʷə́n̓sk ̓ʷən̓s kʷə šleʔə (Protected Site) designation; 
o the approval of an exchange of Land (see Part 6); or 
o a material amendment to the Land Code. 

 
The process for obtaining community approval is summarized in the diagram below. 
 

 
Diagram 2: Community Approval Process 

Voters List

• At least 65 days before the Vote, the Chief Electoral Office prepares a list 
of Eligible Voters.

• Eligible Voters are Xʷsepsəm members at least 19 years of age on the day 
of the Vote.

Notice of Vote

• At least 60 days before the Vote, ʔiʔ cə kansəl (Council) provides notice of 
the Vote that includes, among other things,

voting methods (e.g., in person, mail-in ballot, electronic voting), and

voting thresholds (e.g., the percentatge of Eligible Voters that must vote

and the percentage of Eligible Voters that must approve the proposal). 

Community Meeting

• At least 50 days before the Vote, a q̓ʷəq̓ʷənə́kʷəl (Community Meeting) 
respecting the proposal is held. 

• If ʔiʔ cə kansəl (Council) revises the propsoal after a q̓ʷəq̓ʷənə́kʷəl 
(Community Meeting), notice of the revised proposal is provided. 

Voting Days

• Eligible Voters cast their votes through one of the approved voting methods.
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Part 5: Interests, Sub-Interests and Licences  
 
Part 5 sets out the process for continuing, granting, transferring, terminating and 
registering interests in and licences in relation to the Land, the key elements of which are 
summarized in the diagram below. 

 
Diagram 3: Process for Interests, Sub-Interests and Licences 

Part 6: Adding, Exchanging and Expropriating Land 
 
The Land subject to the Land Code may grow or its boundaries may change in accordance 
with the processes set out in Part 6. Part 6 also permits híwəs ʔiʔ cə kansəl (Council) to 
expropriate (i.e., take away) interests or licences when land is required for a community 
purpose. Prior to any expropriation, híwəs ʔiʔ cə kansəl (Council) must enact a 
nəmétəŋ (Rule) respecting expropriation. The Framework Agreement also requires 

• The Land Code distinguishes between interests and licences, and between temporary interests 
and permanent interests. 

• Interests are an interest in the land itself; whereas, licences are a right to use or occupy land. 

• Temporary interests have a set term (e.g., a lease); whereas, permanent interests do not.

Interests vs Licences

• Interests registered in the Indian Lands Registry on the date the Land Code comes into force will 
continue under the Land Code unless the parties agree otherwise.

• ʔiʔ cə kansəl (Council) will establish a policy respecting the identification and continuation of any 
unregistered and customary interests.

Existing Interests and Licences

• ʔiʔ cə kansəl (Council) approves the original grant of an interest or licence.

•After the original grant, the holder can transfer the interest or licence or grant a sub-interest or 
sub-licence in accordance with the Land Code and any applicable nəmétəŋ (Rules). 

•Any person can hold a temporary interest.

•Only a Xʷsepsəm member can hold a permanent interest.

• Permanent interests are not subject to seizure by a creditor (i.e., a person the interest holder 
owes money to). 

• Xʷsepsəm members can grant themselves a lease of a permanent interest and use the lease as 
security for a loan.

Granting of Interests and Licences

• To be valid, interests and licences must be registered in the First Nations Lands Registry.

•A copy of the Land Code, the Land Use Plan, any subdivision plan and any nəmétəŋ (Rules) 
respecting the Land wil be deposited in the First Nations Lands Registry.

Land Register

• Individuals who do not abide by the Land Code and any applicable nəmétəŋ (Rules) can be fined 
or removed from the Land. 

•Unlawful structures can be removed from the Land in accordance with the Land Code and any 
applicable nəmétəŋ (Rules) . 

Trespass
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Xʷsepsəm to provide fair compensation to any person whose interest or licence is 
expropriated. 

Part 7: Land Administration 
 
Part 7 sets out the administrative structure for the Land, including 
 

o an Executive Director, 
o a Lands Department overseen by a Lands Director, and 
o an advisory Committee comprised of a member of híwəs ʔiʔ cə kansəl (Council) and 

two to six Xʷsepsəm members 
 
all subject to any direction from híwəs ʔiʔ cə kansəl (Council). 

Part 8: xʷilŋəxʷ siʔem̓ (Governance) and Accountability 
 
Part 8 contains various rules to promote transparency and accountability in decision-
making respecting the Land, including  
 

o conflict of interest rules, 
o a requirement that híwəs ʔiʔ cə kansəl (Council) establish a dispute resolution policy 

for Land related matters, and 
o a requirement that the Lands Department prepare an annual report summarizing the 

Department’s activities. 

Part 9: Enforcement  
 
Part 9 sets out the process for enforcing the Land Code and any nəmétəŋ (Rules) respecting 
the Land. It provides that, unless nəmétəŋ (Rules) set out a different process, the summary 
conviction rules under the Criminal Code (Canada) apply to offences under the Land Code 
and any nəmétəŋ (Rules) respecting the Land. 

Parts 10, 11 and 12: Other Matters, Interpretation and Definitions 
 
Parts 10, 11 and 12 contain various provisions to guide interpretation and implementation 
of the Land Code. 
 
Notably, Part 10 provides that where the Land Code requires notice to be provided, that 
notice must be posted at the Xʷsepsəm administration office, online (e.g., the Xʷsepsəm’s 
website) and any other location directed by híwəs ʔiʔ cə kansəl (Council) (e.g., a 
newspaper).  
  
Part 10 also confirms that the Land Code will not come into force unless it is approved by 
Xʷsepsəm members and certified by a Verifier in accordance with the Individual 
Agreement (a separate summary of the Individual Agreement is included). 


