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HOUSING

“The Esquimalt Nation seeks
to realize a self-determined
future, where there is
appropriate housing for all
of the Nation’s members”

ESQUIMALT NATION HOUSING PLAN AND HOUSING POLICY NEWSLETTER #1

Esquimalt Nation Leadership
believes providing affordable and
safe housing for Members on-reserve
is critical. As such, we are completing
a Housing Plan and Housing Policy
review for all on-reserve housing.
The Housing Plan and Housing
Policy will be completed by Urban
Systems with the support of Chief
and Council, and Nation staff and
administration.
The Housing Plan and the Housing
Policy will build on the 2015 Housing
Strategy and will be supported
by the existing 2019 Land Use
Plan and recently completed 2020
Comprehensive Community Plan,
Employment Plan, and Health
and Wellness Plan. During these
projects, Members have consistently
expressed how important housing is
to personal and community health
and the desire to be able to live
safely and comfortably in homes
on-reserve.

Key outcomes of the Housing Plan
will include:

 understanding population growth in
the community;
 types of housing required (family
homes, multi-unit, and/or accessible housing units);
 where we can build on-reserve;
 and how much it will cost to build new and/or to
renovate housing on-reserve.

The Housing Policy will address the
key processes and policies needed to
effectively manage Esquimalt’s current
and future housing stock. The Policy will
provide much of the day-to-day direction
and application of the Housing Plan to
ensure that housing remains sustainable over the longterm. This process will include:

 reviewing how the Nation addresses rent collection;
 housing maintenance;
 and who is eligible for housing.
Other important outcomes from this project will include:

 review of the current Housing Committee structure;
 and updates to the existing housing database.

Both the Housing Plan and Housing Policy are supported by funding provided by Indigenous
ServicesCanada (ISC) and are intended to be completed and adopted by Council by the end of March 2021.
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